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“Oh, the Places 

You’ll Go” 
 
 
 

A Parent’s Guide  
to Fostering Their 
Chi ld’s Life-Long  
Love of Reading! 

 
	   	  

"The more that you read, 
the more th ings you will 

know. The more you 
learn , the more places 

you 'll go ."  
 - Dr. Seuss  
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Looking for ways to motivate your little reader?  Look no  
further! Here are some fun, motivating, and rewarding  
activities for you and your Kindergartener to engage  
in outside of school. 
 
At Home Activities: 
• Make letters and sight words out of Play-Doh or Wikki Sticks.  Have your child 

identify the beginning sound or word.  
• Take a Q-Tip or small paintbrush and with your child’s eyes closed, draw a letter in 

the palm of their hand and ask them to identify the letter and sound. 
• Your child can practice writing letters and words in shaving cream. (Kids love to 

get messy, and the shaving cream will actually clean the surface it is spread on! J) 
This can also be done with finger paint in the bath or with hair gel in a plastic bag. 
(The child would write on top of the bag.) 

• Play rhyming games. Pick an object in your house and ask the child to make real 
words and “non-sense” words that rhyme with that object.  

• Sing “Who Let the Letters Out?” to the tune of “Who Let the Dogs out?” to 
practice letter sounds.  *This is something we have done at school and the children 
LOVE it.  I am sure they would enjoy sharing it with you! 

• Write notes to your child and hide them around the house.  Encourage your child to 
read those notes and respond back. 

• Use Alphabet Cheez-its or cereal to spell new words.  This is also a great tool to 
practice word families and onset and rime. (ex. Have child find the letters “a” and 
“t” to make “at.”  Then use other letters they randomly choose to put in front of 
“at” to make words like cat, hat, sat, etc.) 

• Have your child go on a letter scavenger hunt.  Write one letter on each Post-it 
note and stick them around a room in your house.  Your child will collect the post-its 
and order them to spell a word.  (Make sure it is a word they have read before.  
You make also want to do this according to a theme – ex. Animals – cat, dog, fish, 
etc.) 

 
In The Community Activities 
• While driving in the car, have your child read the letters and numbers on the license 

plates of other cars. 
• While going for a walk, play “I am going on a picnic and I am bringing…” Choose a 

letter and each item brought on your picnic must begin with that letter sound. 
• While in your community or at your local supermarket, encourage your child to 

identify beginning letters of items, read signs (ex. “STOP,” “Acme,” “Fruits,” etc.), and 
clap out syllables for items you purchase. (ex. soup = 1 clap, apples = 2 claps, 
potatoes = 3 claps) 

• While walking out in the community, have your child go on a “letter hunt.”  Specify 
certain letters or letter sounds you would like them to locate and encourage them 
to use their hunting binoculars (use hands to form circles around their eyes). 

• Visit your closest Barnes and Noble for children’s story time each week.  Deptford 
Mall offers these sessions on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 10:00 am. Christiana Mall 
offers these sessions on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 11:00 am.  Call (856) 232-3123 
(Deptford Mall) or (302) 369-7050 (Christiana Mall) for more information	  
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While reading aloud to your chi ld at home: 
 

• Be sure to point out the title, author, and illustrator of the story. 

• Take a picture walk with your child. (Before reading any words, turn the pages 

and ask your child questions about the pictures they see.) 

• Ask them to make a prediction about the story’s events and revisit these 

predictions after reading the story. 

• Model fluent reading- Speak clearly and use expression. 

• Ask your child to identify the characters, setting, and problems in the story. 

• As you have finished reading, ask your child to retell the story in their own 

words.  

  Words your Kindergartener  
  should know by  

 
  

my	   the	   I	  

said	   have	   go	  

a	   in	   like	  

it	   did	   of	  

and	   we	   not	  

get	   can	   you	  

am	   me	   are	  

Check out these great (and FUN!) 
online resources for your 
Kindergartener: 
 

✔ www.starfall.com 
✔ www.abcya.com 
✔www.internet4classrooms.com 

★ This website offers information 
to you, the parents, like helpful 

hints for encouraging and 
supporting your little reader: 

www.readingrockets.org 
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Kindergarten Reading List 
 

o Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr. 

o Bats by Gail Gibbons 

o Frogs by Gail Gibbons 

o Tacky by Helen Lester 

o Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf by Lois Ehlert 

o Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert 

o I Went Walking by Sue Williams 

o No, David by David Shannon 

o Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed by  

Eileen Christelow 

o Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus by Mo Willems 

Series 

o Corduroy books – by Dan Freeman 

o Alphabet Adventure, Alphabet Mystery, Alphabet Rescue – by Audrey Wood 

and Bruce Wood 

o Biscuit books – by Alyssa Capucilli 

o Clifford books – by Norman Bridwell 

o Curious George books – H.A. Rey 

o Dr. Seuss books 

o Franklin books – by Bourgeois and Clark 

o Wordless books (for oral storytelling- ex. A Boy and a Frog by Mercer Mayer) 

 

o Any books by the fol lowing authors: Bill Martin Jr., Eric Carle, Lois Ehlert, 

Gail Gibbons, Laura Numeroff, Ezra Jack Keats, David Shannon, Mo Willems 

 

Many kindergarteners are beginning to understand letter-sound relationships and 
recognize some words in print.  Look for books with rhymes, repeated patterns or 
refrains that your kindergartener can join in and “read” with you.  Concept books, 
such as ABC books and counting books, follow a predictable pattern that encourages 
your kindergartener to read along and predict what’s coming next.  Wordless picture 
books are also great choices; looking at the pictures and creating a story in 
sequence provides a lot of oral language practice. 


